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Physalis Alkekengi and its variation in East Asia. 
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Fig. 4. Physalis Alkekengi var. Francheti f. monstrosa 3 7 
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Fig. 5. Distribution of Physalis Alkekengi and its var. Francheti 
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The common form of Chinese Lantern-Plant (Japanese Bladder Cherry) 
growing in Japan differs from the European Physalis Alkekengi by robust glab¬ 
rous erect stems, much broader glabrous leaves, thick generally glabrous calyx- 
tubes, less acuminate corolla-lobes, and larger lustrous fruiting-calyces. The 
chromosomes of both plants are the same in number and size. 

P. Alkekengi is native from central and south Europe eastwards to Asia 
Minor, Caucasus, north Persia, and southern Central Asia, but is unknown in 
Siberia, India and Malaya, (cf. Fig. 5), 

The history of the plant in East Asia which is widely separated from the 
European is uncertain. It is still doubtful whether the plant is originally indige¬ 
nous to Japan, or is spread from cultivation. In south Ussuri, south Manchuria, 
Korea and north China too, the plant is considered to be naturalized, and in 
central China where it may be indigenous, some approach to the European form 
in the hairiness, and the shape of leaves and corolla-lobes. It is possible that 
the plant was brought to China more than 2500 years ago from western Asia 
through the route of immigration and trade, for it must be highly valued for 
its medicinal and ornamental use in those old days. In Japan too, it has been 
cultivated since about 2000 years ago, and it was especially prevailing from the 
middle of 17 th century to the 18th century, as the Japanese girls are very fond 
of blowing its berry. While the opinion that this temperate mesophyte survived 
in central China during the Ice Age seems to be also tenable, although the con¬ 
dition of the habitat in central China is not sufficiently known to me. 

At any rate Chinese Lantern-Plant including such horticultural forms as 
var. Francheti Hort. and f. monstrosa Miq. found in Japan, was derived appar¬ 
ently in East Asia from a form similar to the European plant, and East Asia 
is considered at least as a secondary center and also a center of cultivation of 
this species. 
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